We are honored to present alumni who attribute their success to the education they

Alumni IN AcTION

received at Rosemont School of the Holy Child. The spirit of Rosemont School lives on
through the actions of our graduates as they carry out their mission.

John R. McConnell '’66

Founder,

President of Cristo Rey Philadelphia High School

Talk to John R. McConnell '66

about his second career, and be
prepared to do a lot of listening.
His passion is both genuine and
unchecked.

John retired recently as partner
at Deloitte Consulting after 27 years,
and decided it was time to give
back to disadvantaged children in
Philadelphia.

“I'm a native Philadelphian and I
love this community, but we have a
crisis in education that is destroying
the city,” John said.

“Ireceived an excellent education
from an excellent school at Rosemont
School of the Holy Child. I didn’t do
anything to deserve or earn the great

education that I received at Rosemont School, St. Joseph’s Prep,
and Georgetown. I felt like I hit the lottery three times. It was
given to me by the accident of my birth. It enabled a purposeful
and happy life.”

So wouldn’t it be interesting, post-Deloitte, to create a similar
education model to help transform people from a life of poverty
to a life of dignity?

Thus was born Cristo Rey Philadelphia High School in North
Philadelphia in 2012.

The school is exclusively for low-income children. Applicants
are extensively interviewed and are required to take an academic
test. They also understand that the reward of a first-class
education requires a major commitment.

The academic day begins at 7:55 a.m. and ends at 4:30 p.m.,
from the second Monday in August through the last Friday in June.
Cristo Rey’s curriculum combines formidable academics with
work internships in businesses where the students are mentored
by college-educated adults. The work program accelerates the
students’ development, and the wages they earn help pay for the
cost of their education.

By any measure, Cristo Rey is a major success. This year’s
enrollment is a building-busting 450 students. Cristo Rey looks

Rosemont School of the Holy Child

forward to its first

graduation in June
2016, with a class
of 95 - all of them
expected to attend college.

ST. DAVIDS, PA

“When we opened the school, part of the objective was to
expose these good kids to a bigger world,” John said. “Businesses,
too, have the opportunity to work with lower income people that
constitute one-third of the population of Philadelphia. Cristo Rey
opens the real world to all of us!”

‘[ received an excellent
education from an
excellent school at
Rosemont School of the
Holy Child. That is
what | wanted for
the children at
Cristo Rey."

“It’s such a wonderful feeling at the end of a day. I know kids
who came here three years ago thinking they weren’t going to
amount to anything. Now they come back from working at a law
firm - certain that they will be a lawyer!”

John said that the Rosemont School motto of “Actions Not
Words” is a guiding principle.

“A lot of people can talk about this problem in the city, but my
job is to corral other like-minded people to make this happen,” he
said. “These kids might not have started at the same place as I did
in life, but they will finish at the same place.” <



